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his anxious wish that the alliance with the enemies of the House
The Princess ^ Austria might be strengthened by the marriages
Elizabeth. of the King's children.1 The Lady Elizabeth had
grown up far from the frivolities and dissipations of the Court,
at Combe Abbey, under the watchful care of Lord and Lady
Harrington. No better school could have been found for her
than a country house, presided over by a master and mistress
who gained the respect and the love of all who knew them.
From them she learned the religion, free from fanaticism or
superstition, which was at no distant date to support her under
no ordinary trials. In the spring of 1611, she had not com-
pleted her fifteenth year, but she was already noted for a grace
and discretion beyond her years. She was the darling of her
brother Henry, and she won golden opinions from young and
old at her father's court, to which she was now transferred.2
Young as she was, proposals had already been made for her
hand. Since the plan for marrying her to the Prince of Pied-
mont had been wrecked on the Pope's refusal to countenance
it, her hand had been demanded for the youthful heir to the
throne of Sweden, who was afterwards to be so well known as
the great Gustavus Adolphus. James, however, had refused
to countenance an alliance with an enemy of his brother-in-law
the King of Denmark, and it was not till the beginning of
1611 that an offer was made which James thought worthy of
being taken into consideration.

The Elector Palatine, to whose leadership the Protestant
Union owed its existence, had died in the previous year, leaving
Pro osed ^s son' Frederick "V., B. minor. Not long before his
marriage death, the old Elector had made advances to the
Elector English Court, with a view of obtaining the hand ot
Palatine. Elizabeth for his heir. They had been not unfavour-
ably received, but they do not appear to have assumed the
form of a definite proposal. The idea was taken up, after the
death of the Elector, by his widow, daughter of the great

1  Elizabeth was now again James's only daughter.    The two children,
Mary and Sophia, who had been born after his accession to the English
Lhrone, had both died in their infancy.

2  Green, Princesses of England, vol. v.